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     RECORD BREAKING YEAR 
 

The year 2014 will go down as a record breaking season. In just about every aspect of the 

wide ranging activities of the Friends of Broadwater and Worthing Cemetery performance 

excelled and the organisation became firmly established as the result of six years of hard graft 

and team building. There were many highlights ranging from record tour attendances by 

members of the public, a record number of tours, even more professional refreshment 

arrangements, a record breaking income on the financial side generally, record breaking 

donations received from members of the public, a record breaking amount invested by the 

Friends into the infrastructure of the cemetery and maintenance equipment, a FBWC 

commemorative bench was procured and installed, record breaking book sales and progress 

on new publications continued and we ended the year with a record breaking fully paid up 

membership of 101 individuals. At 24 pages this BROADSHEET is also record breaking! 
 

500 attendees at FBWC thematic 2014 cemetery tours 

100 attendees at a single 2014 FBWC tour 

150 school children tour the cemetery 

10 óformalô and scheduled tours in 2014 

100 fully paid up FBWC members by September 2014 

100% increase in donations from the public in 2014 

40% increase in 2014 gross income 

27% increase in 2014 gross book sales 
 

 
Above: Paul Holdenôs record breaking World War tour on 1 August 2014. [Photo: Editor] 
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AGM: ALL OFFICERS RE-ELECTED 
 

A total of 28 Friends (thatôs over 1 in 4) attended the 2014 Annual General Meeting held at 

the Gordon Room of the Town Hall on Friday 31 October 2014. Voting for officers took place 

and all existing postholders were voted back into post unanimously for the next 12 months, 

although due to a change in AGM date from the end of October in 2014 to the end of 

November in 2015 the posts will in fact be held for 13 months. The following officers were 

elected: 

 

Chairman: Debra Hillman 

Deputy Chairman: Sally Roberts 

Secretary: Paul Holden 

Treasurer: John Vaughan 

Membership secretary: Mary Pickett 

Media Officer: Paul Holden 

Broadsheet Editor: John Vaughan 

Civilian Researcher: Sue Nea 

Military Researcher: John Stepney 

Clearance and Nature: Paul Robards 

 
The above officers were thanked for all of their hard work during the past year and in 

addition all other workers involved with tour organisation, guiding tours, notice board and 

poster creation, sales stand manning, maintenance of the cemetery, refreshment provision, 

headstone cleaning and cross making, book production, researching, grave finding and a wide 

range of other vital activities were also thanked. 

 

 
The wonderful notice board and embellishments prepared for the benefit of visitors to the 

FBWC World War 1 tour in August. [Unless otherwise credited all photos are by the Editor] 
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NORTH CHAPEL WINDOW EXPOSED 
 

In collaboration with Adur and Worthing Councils, Parks and Foreshore Group, arrangements 

were made in August for the cemeteryôs North Chapel to be open to the public for one hour 

only, in order to view the wonderful stained glass óGreat War Memorial Windowô. The 

chapels date back to 1863 and are presently used for potential exhibit storage purposes by 

Worthing Museum. The opening coincided with the August World War 1 (or óGreat Warô) 

tour. Both visitors and Friends showed great interest in the chapel and the window; the first 

time most had viewed the window. An amusing aside within the chapel was a row of stored, 

florally decorated, Victorian toilet bowls and a horse drawn carriage ï without the horses! 

 

    
 

MEMBERSHIP FEES REMAIN AT £3p.a. 
 

A decision was taken at the AGM to freeze the FBWC membership fees at £3 per annum, to 

help get this country on its feet financially! It has been mentioned in the past that a fee of £5 

would be easier to handle and that the membership fee has not changed since the creation of 

the group in 2008. However many people pay £3 and add a £2 donation and although 

welcome the Friends presently have no need for an immediate injection of additional funds. 

 

Membership is excellent value for money in that not only does it open the door to 

participation in a wide range of activities, helps a very worthwhile cause within our local 

community but Friends receive three issues of the BROADSHEET; at just £1 per copy! 
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       FBWC TOURS ILLUSTRATED 
 

As mentioned and illustrated on Page 1, the Great War tour on 2 August 2014 guided by 

Worthing Journal editor Paul Holden attracted 101 participant, including members of the 

public and Friends. This was a single tour record, matched only by the 2013 ódoubleô Pubs 

and Publicans tour. The total takings from that tour including book sales and refreshments 

was a staggering £191.85 and in addition a further £34.50 was donated to the British Legion, 

the Friends having agreed that donations on that tour date would go to the ópoppy appealô. 

Again the weather held, as it did for all of our 2014 tours, except for an October shower. 

Photographed on 2 August 2014 the picture below features our Civilian Researcher and 

Saturday tour organiser Sue Nea, left, and our membership Secretary Mary Pickett. Itôs good 

to have some glamour on board and the flowers look great as well! 

 

 
 
On Sunday 10 August 2014 it was the turn of Chris Hare to conduct his Skeleton/Salvation 

Army tour. As usual about a dozen graves were visited as Chris told the story of the Salvation 

Army, how they were opposed by many, leading to some famous Worthing riots. It looked 

like rain and as seen in the photograph of Chris (centre right) some of his followers wore 

jackets, which in the end were not needed. There were about 35 participants and the sum of 

£31.50 was collected from book/booklet sales. It was not possible to provide refreshments. 
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Norman Linfield kindly offered to conduct our September Nurserymen tour. As usual our 

team, directed by Sue Nea, distributed posters and leaflets as well as writing pieces for the 

local papers and as a result about 60 people participated in the tour, which told the story of 

Worthingôs past in terms of its close links with the world of horticulture. His informative talk 

about many of the Nurserymen buried in Broadwater and Worthing Cemetery was well 

received and the total ótakeô from booklet sales, donations and refreshments amounted to 

£70.55. At a later date Norman received a further donation, which he kindly gave to the 

Friends. It should be emphasised here that the financial ótakingsô are not related to the general 

success of a tour, at least from an individual visitorôs perspective. Thank you Norman! 

 

After a slow start to the year Mary McKeown and Sally Roberts worked hard to promote their 

Sunday tours. By their 21 September 2014 tour they had more than quadrupled the numbers 

attending when 31 Friends and members of the public joined the throng. Donations were 

rather frugal but a total of £18.50 was added to the coffers of the FBWC. Well done girls and 

strength to your elbow in getting the publicity machine in motion, which is what attracting 

the crowds is all about (and the weather!).   

 

At the beginning of October it was your Editor who took-on the task of tour guide for the 

Pubs and Publicans tour. After a week of dire weather forecasts it was perhaps successful that 

about 56 people joined the tour, although to be honest the amount of work involved in 

distributing posters should have produced an even better turn out. The rain held off until the 

very last of the 12 graves visited! An hour later it was pouring. A grand total of £72.20 was 

collected and the guide was delighted at the volume of a round of applause at tour end! 

Below the crowd surrounds your somewhat distant Editor. [Photo: Mrs M P  Vaughan] 

 

 
 

The last tour of the year again saw Paul Holden appear as tour guide for a further World War 

1 event. Yet again the weather behaved and no doubt Paul was delighted to see over 50 

attendees enjoying the event. This was a somewhat different tour from the one he conducted 

in August. Donations amounting to £36.72 went to the British Legion, £71 for the year. Other 

takings totalled £47.31. Full support was provided in manning a refreshment stand and 

booklet sales stand. A photograph of the tour, including Paul, appears on the next page.  
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FRIENDS COMMEMORATIVE BENCH                  

INSTALLED BESIDE THE CHAPELS 
 

As a commemoration, indeed celebration, of the enormous amount of work undertaken by the 

Friends of Broadwater and Worthing Cemetery over the past 6 years, a high quality wooden 

bench has been procured by the FBWC Treasurer, in accordance with a previously agreed 

óWish Listô. The Council were approached and they were delighted with the donation, so 

much so that they agreed to install the bench free of charge. Our thanks go to Andy Edwards. 

 

There is no place for those visiting the cemetery, or those waiting for a tour to start, to sit and 

rest a while in the vicinity of the chapels and so the bench will serve a very useful purpose. 

Furthermore the Treasurer had to ensure that our excess of income over expenditure in the 

then current financial year did not exceed the limits whereby Corporation Tax would become 

payable. The procurement of the bench is entirely commensurate with the Friends 

Constitution and objectives. 

 

The bench cost £583 and not even the Friends or the Council could escape a V.A.T. charge of 

£117. The Treasurer made a decision regarding the wording on an engraved metal 

commemorative plaque, which reads ñTHE FRIENDS BENCHò DONATED BY THE 

FRIENDS OF BROADWATER AND WORTHING CEMETERY 2014. The plate was fitted 

with Phillips type screws but the Treasurer had them changed to the vandal proof type, 

courtesy of the Council. The good looking bench has already been appreciated and we must 

hope that this wonderful object has a long life as a focal point for our many tours. 
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          ñTHE FRIENDS BENCHò 

 

 

 


