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THE VOICE OF THE FRIENDS8RBADWATER AND WORTHING CEMETERY
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2013 TOUR AND EVEN
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FRIENDS MAKE THE NATIONAL PRESS!

Friend Anne Powel |l sai d wbudmakethe Naponassbiey fil kn
way or the othero! However this story can be
Manning who sent to your Editor a letter that had appeared in the Daily Telegraph.

The content of the letter from one John Budleigh of Steyning, West Sussex published
on 5 February 2013 was as follows:

fiSir, | recently attended a burial and was reminded of the appalling state of some
of our churchyards.

What is the point of tombstones of people unknown to anyone now alive, and in
shabby neglected condition?

The ground could be used so much better for the benefit of the living. Should we not
follow the example of other European countries by setting a time limit on new
graves and making a start on clearing the mo

This was simply too much for your Editor who felt an overwhelming desire to
respond, which he did immediately. Perhaps surprisingly this was published in the
Daily Telegraphofl1 1 February 2013 under the heading ¢

ASir, Joh{ett&sg Eebreary §)hmay not be aware that there is a National
Federation of Cemetery Friends which includes 90 local cemetery organisations.

We maintain cemeteries, organise tours, record memorials, increase local
awareness, encourage genealogy, look after wildlife and a lot more.

It will be a sad day when society has no respect for its departed ancestors, whether
or not they have surviving re latives.

Such places are also perfect for quiet and peaceful contemplation in this frenetic
worl d. o

John Vaughan, Friends of Broadwater and Worthing Cemetery, Goring by Sea,
West Sussex

So, we are now famous or infamous. Supporting emails were received from MP Sir
Peter Bottomley, Tom Wye, Debra Hillman, Carole Manning, Anne Powell, Sue Nea,
Alan Rice and a number of other Friends (although not sought - thank you all).
There was a special message from Gwyneth Stokes, Secretary of the National
Feder at i on wWhebdorseal bnlly reieived a copy by post from a Scottish
member on Friday and though my blood pressure soared thought it too late in
newspaper terms to reply, so many thanks. You have expressed it well. | will pass it
to my committee and perhaps put both letters on the web site. Best wisheso

So there you are Carole idirectly responsible for our first National mention !
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FROM BELLS TO BOOZE

The Friends haveeen investigating the possibility of ringing the chapel bells

for special events after many years of silence. This required the precarious use
of ladders but it was confirmed that the bells were indeed still in situ and that
that the mechanism enablingte bells to be rung was substantially complete.
However whik poking about in the bell towerthis fascinating beer bottle

(above) was discoveretty Tom Wye It probably datesback to the 1936050s.

It would appear that chapel maintenance staff had perhaps ¢t@me thirsty

during their labours anda quick gulp of alehad helped quenched their thirst.

Paul Hol den has another Otaked on the
glass beer bottle was used as a flask for cold tgaefer the beer story but

Paul may be right because there was no label on the bottle, suggesting it had

been repeatedly washed.

DI D YOU KNOW?
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Your Editor uncovered this remarkabl e
Saturday. Over the decades this tree F
stone mehnaotr thalt herto hatdhbeenunkdbegng
by the shapNeiafhetrhe hset smeone nor the t

NEWS IN BRIEF

John Stepney and Chris Green are planning a visit to the famous
Brookwood and Runnymede cemeteries

With an eye on the forthcoming commencement of the First World War

anniversary in2014 copies of Chris Greenb6s (FBWC) 0 Mi
|l nscriptionsodo book are being donated to scho
facilitate specialist studies, an altogether admirable gesture.

The Friends are exploring the possibility of produc i ng-boeksd6 based on
our cemetery booklets and marketing them via Amazon. Initial work is
being undertaken by o6Jimmydé of Worthing Pub

Broadwater and Worthing Cemetery will be included in the itinerary of
certain trail walks conducted by th e Worthing Heritage organisation.

Mention has been made in the Spubligatoni on Ar my
that the tree purchased with the money raised from a coffee morning and

sale will be planted in the cemetery in March and dedicated to Captain

Sarah Broadhurst during our 11 May 2013 event . The ceremony w ill take

place at 10.30 (prompt) and the Corps Officers and Bandsmen w ill be

present. 6 Ne ws w egkdd for support in the form of attendance.
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The FBWC were recently represemtwdd eavte nga @&&See
Oak Grove College. Thanks to Chairman Debra Hillman and Paul Robards.

Overtures are being made to certain outside organisations that might be
in a position, through various initiatives, to assist with cemetery
maintenance, especially groups t hat coul é odd cd sneglbf.

A wildflower bank to commemorate the victims of the Victorian Typhoid
epidemic is being considered and marker stones may be provided by the
Co-op, which would be a very welcome corporate contribution. The
project is being dr  iven by Mary McKeown.

Friends are working with Worthing Borough Council to determine a
mutually agreeable maintenance regime now that responsibility for the
upkeep of the cemetery has changed, passing from contractors to the
council.

We presently have 88  fully paid -up members and we have just over
£3,900 in the Bank, courtesy of Mary Pickett and Alan Rice.

MAINTENANCE MAD!

Antony and Angie Allchin (left) plus Maintenance Coordinator Paul
Robards pose for the camera on 2 March 2013. [Ph otos Editor]
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| am notified by Paul Robards that the maintenance Roll of Honour for 2
February 2013 was: Sally and George Roberts, Debra and Jeff Hillman,
Rosemary Westlake, Norman Manning, Antony Allchin, Mary Pickett, Anne
Powell, Frank Ffitch, Mike and Pat Parrott, John and Pam Stepney and
John Vaughan.

Il n recent months many oO0face downdé memori al s
Heavy Gang. Much ivy has been removed from trees, especially from

mature Yew trees. A tree has been donated to the Friends by the nearby

Cortis Avenue Garden  group and the Salvation Army R owan tree has been

planted but not yet dedicated (set down for our May Open Day and

Anniversary event).

Paul Robards has been wheeling and dealing with local nurseries and

garden centres, including a mega bulb purchase for not -a-lot, well about
one sixtee nth of the price to be exact! Many of these bulbs have now
been planted in the cemetery

In future p aths are going to be cut on a regular basis; the Friends will
help with bramble and ivy trimming and/or removal. Some ground will be

left over for flowers to grow but the grass elsewhere will be cut more
frequently than hitherto. Some signs have been re - positioned.

All'in all the winter months have been highly productive in maintenance
terms , helped by none of our maintenance Saturdays being rained -off.
Below we see some of the Heavy Gang at work, right to left, John

Vaughan, Frank Ffitch, new member David Styles and Paul Robards.

These individuals are the only curious wildlife to report this time.

0AGQA



THE BROADSHEET Issue No.1 8

GENEALOGI STS PRAYEI

Submitted by Carole Manning

Geneal ogy ii$ mhapasnhiomestray.

It maketh me | ie down and examine half
It I madebho still courthouses,

It restoreth my ancestr al knowl edge.
It |l eadeth me into the paths of censu:c
And ships passenger | ists

For my surnames sake.

Yet though | wade through the shadows
Of research |l ibraries and microfilm re
|l shabl dfseabpunagement,

For a strong urge within me.

The curiousity and motivation they cor
It demandeth preparation of storage s
For the acquisition of countless docur
't anointeth my head burning with midr
My family gumouet Is hewedrs.

Surel ynabirntalwe and death dates

Shall foll ow me all the days of my | if
And | shall dwel | i n the house of a f &

Amenéééé. Aut hor Unknown

What arestldeseaglPadiaey and iAwen et hriemakd!i nK
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