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THE VOICE OF THE FRIENDS8RBADWATER AND WORTHING CEMETERY

+ SPECIAL 18 PAGE DIAMOND JUBILEE
EDITION *

A TOAST TO HER MAJESTY FROM FBWC

There were wonderful scenes at Broadwater Worthing Cemetery on

Saturday 2 June 2012 when in warm sunshine a large group of Friends of the
cemetery and over 60 visitors raised their glasses, or rather Union Jack
embellished cups filled with Pimms, to toast HM Queen Elizabeth on the
occasion oher Diamond Jubilee. There was a delightful atmosphere at the
cemetery as decorations, flags and bunting fluttered in the gentle breeze while
your Editor said a few words. There was a tremendous turnout for the two
'‘Publicans and Hoteliers' tours andotat there were over 100 participants.
Many records were broken including booklet sales, with some stock items
selling out! The new tables and notice boards looked great and were superbly
populated. The new 'ecclesiastical’ style store appeared insgletsdour and
Union Jacks bedecked every grave included in the touéSoast Photoi Sue Nea)
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The two 'Publicans' tours were conducted by Paul Holden, Editor of the
‘Worthing Journal' and John Vaughan, Editor of THE BROADSHEET"'. The
audience included an interesting mix of Friends, the general public, local
historians and real ale fans from CAMRA and the 'Sussex Drinker'. Many
Friends were involved in the organisation of the event including coordinator Sue
Nea, Mary Pickett, Debra Hittan, John and Pam Stepney, Carole Manning and
many other stalwarts who willingly gave their time. An enormous vote of thanks
to them all. It was good to see our Chairman taking an overall view of
proceedings and joining the tours. While all this was gomériends such as
Frank Ffitch, Neil Freeman and others were maintaining the cemetery. Our
sponsors were very much in evidence including "The Worthing Journal’ that
donated the drinks for the Royal Toast and 'Haskins' Garden Centre who
supplied the Frierglwith a generous gift of a dozen large golf umbrellas for use
on our tours should the weather be inclement. All of these activities were the
interim culmination of what is proving to be another successful year, building
on high profile events in April andlay. If you missed this special day don't

miss our forthcoming programme, first Saturday in EVERY month up to and
including October.

(Paul on the first tour. Photdeditor)
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[Photo i Editor]

UMBRELLA PEOPLE

No sooner had your Editor suggested at the monthly Town Hall meeting in
April that the Friends should acquire some golf umbrellas for tour participants
to use on dates when the weather is inclement, when Paul Robards, our
Clearance and Wildlife Coordinator, approached the newly enlarged Haskins
Garden Centre Management at Roundstone. Their generosity exceeded all
bounds when they donated a dozen high quality golf umbrellas to the Friends
of Broadwater and Worthing Cemetery. This was a magnificent gesture that
the Friends hereby gratefully acknowledge. On 2 June the umbrellas were
given their first outing in dry weather, as the writer arranged an interesting
publicity shot for posterity; and what a handsome if diverse group of models
the Friends made! For the curious, yes they were all fully clothed. Between
tours the umbrellas will find a home in our splendid new store. Paul just
happened to be out with his family visiting the garden centre when he had a
brain wave; to approach the Manageress Kirsty Goble, to see if they were
interested in supporting the Friends in a public spirited way by donating some
umbrellas. He was given her e-mail address and he wrote a note explaining
our position and asking if the company would help. The reply was immediate
and positive and 12 umbrellas were duly given to us! What a wonderful 'PR'
coup for the company. We now all know where to buy our compost! Well done
Paul and thanks for keeping us and our visitors dry.
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BIRD BOX GIFT

The Friends benefitted from yet another dayenerosity in early May when

local resident and lover of wildlife Lance Cradduck of Valerie Road, Worthing,
donated two nesting boxes to the cemetery, which will be strategically located
within the cemetery, probably near the Chapels, by our Clearaddé/i&life
Coordinator Paul Robards. One box is for Robins and one for Blue Tits. Thanks
Lance, from all of the the Friends. May our bird life prosper by the provision of
these hopefully 'safe havens'.

NEW PORTABLE NOTICE BOARDS

Featured below otograph of one of our new high quality felt covered notic
boards. In combination with the procurement of three smart portable and v
tables our image on tour days, Open Days and other special events will nc
professional amdwédikepopulated with photographs, captions and descriptive
will more easily be able to capture the attention of visitors and other attenc
have also been able to show their personal skills and artistic inclinations ir
compitien with recharged enthusiasm. One of the tables is used as our boc
and the others have space for leaflets and 'freebies' as well as the noticeb
IS no doubt that observations at recent events show the boards are read b
our vigirs. Overall the boards are a welcome addition to our new inventory
only be regarded as a great future investment and rirsroeydwell spent.
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SUPERB AND SIMPLY STUNNING

Words cannot express the supreme craftsmanship employed by Paul
Robards and John Stepney in building our new secure Chapel store. The
structure must be seen to be truly appreciated. Having watched the
progress made from floor screeding to timber wall frame construction
one cannot but marvel at the progress made. The wooden frame was
covered in ply, a door built and hung, tongued and grooved wooden
facings applied, ecclesiastical archways incorporated (to match

existing nearby doors), rustic hinges fitted an d a new push-button lock
installed. Thoughtfully even anti -bird netting has been fitted to

prevent fouling, or should that be fowling!? Relevant woodwork was
suitably stained but most importantly the result was not only
aesthetically beautiful but practic al too. Congratulations to all
involved, it is a true masterpiece and demonstrates yet again the
diversity of skills enjoyed by the Friends. The next project will be to
provide a pavement on each side of our new, large and rather valuable
main noticeboard, which will be a significant enhancement.

(Photos - John Vaughan)
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FRIENDS JUBILEE 'TIME CAPSULE’

There was a remarkable twist in the tail just prior to the completion of our magnificent

new store on Jubilee weekend by Paul Roba rds and John Stepney, when Paul had the
idea of placing a note within the outer wall of the structure together with popular

publications pertaining to the Diamond Jubilee. The note gives the names of the

‘builders' but mentions that they are Friends of the FBWC. This was a great idea but
collectively we could perhaps have used the opportunity to produce an even more

exciting 'time capsule', such as one or two of our publications or a Jubilee programme or
maybe a picture of my Mother -in-Law! Here we see the  'time capsule' before being
panelled over.

Our intrepid builders Messrs Robards (left) and Stepney justifiably look proud of their

work. There is no truth in the scurrilous rumour that they are to be featured on the

BBC's 'Rogue Traders' programme! Wel | done guys for a fine piece of work that we are all
proud of. It will be a useful and practical addition to our 'estate’.
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MILITARY BOOK LAUNCH

On 21 April 2012 Chris Green launched his new book 'Military Burials & Inscriptions
of the 20" Century World Wars' at Broadwater and Worthing Cemetery. The book
was well received and immediately after the launch Chris conducted an exhausting
‘double header' of tours with 24 attendees on the first tour and 14 on the second.
After a sunny start the weather became cooler resulting in a handful of visitors not
staying the course for the second tour. A number of books were sold and at a very
modest ‘fiver' for a well researched, good quality 86 page paperback, printed on

art paper, it is not surp rising. Here we see Chris in action informing the crowds of
what his book is all about.(P noto 3v)

FBWC- NEWS IN BRIEF

A burial took place in our cemetery recently. There were floral tributes, one spelling out the
word 'DAD'. Nodetails are available but presumably the internment was in an old family
grave. Whilst not unknown such events are now few and far between.

Debra Hillman is ensuring that the FBWC wa&te is fully compliant with new legislation
regarding the handling d€ookies'.

More of our famous £1 thematic cemetery booklets have been produced and a full list will
appear in the next issue of THE BROADSHEET.

An inventory of all fixed assets including equipment and donated items is being prepared.

Visit the worthing pubs.comwebsite for Worthing Pub Historthey helped with our recent
tours.

Membership Secretary Mary Pickett reports our fully pgsdnembership presently stands at
74.

Page’/



